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This report marks the end of my tenure as Regional Chairman after six years in the role following my 

move out of the region earlier this year. I had assumed that it would also bring the end of the day to 

day involvement of the Bryant family with rowing in this region but lo and behold my eldest son Ed is 

now coaching at Durham School. Therefore perhaps it has worked out well from a possible conflict 

of interest perspective that I am moving on. As a family we will always be grateful for what this sport 

within the North East has given us. Importantly for me we have hopefully put back as much or 

possibly more than we have taken out but that will be for others to judge.          

So where are we currently with the state of rowing, both regionally and wider?  Internationally 

things could not be much better with record levels of achievement and all boat classes bar one 

qualified for London 2012. Within that success a fair amount of local talent continues to shine in a 

GB vest. Many congratulations to all those locally connected athletes who have been gained 

representative honours, both at GB and England level. Hopefully some of them can go on and 

represent GB at a home Olympics. This time next year the Olympics will just be a memory but a 

combination of the anticipated post-Olympic drop off in central funding and a desperately tough on-

going economic recession will inevitably mean a period of stock taking and needing to maintain what 

we have before the chance to move forward arises again.              

With that post-Olympic dip in mind it is pleasing that the recent years have seen a substantial 

amount of investment in the region, particularly on facilities. Nearly all clubs have seen investment 

and that coupled with the number of paid coaching posts across university, college, club and school 

organisations means that generally standards and ambitions have grown. However, we cannot 

successfully continue to sustain and develop the sport without the army of volunteers that exist in 

the region. In my opinion the role of the volunteer will become even more important as we support 

the drive to increase participation that aligns the region through British Rowing with our funding 

partners.        

Much of the success of the region has been down to a strong regional plan and a desire to deliver 

backed up by individuals willing to serve on the Regional Rowing Council and to represent the region 

on key national committees. I cannot understate the importance of the region having a strong 

national voice so that the part of England farthest from London is able to influence where we need 

to. The impact of that voice is strengthened when the Regional Council is regarded as a professional 

body willing to challenge and seek to influence in a constructive way when appropriate and to 

support the agreed line when the debate is done.   

To continue to oversee the sport in the region it is paramount that individuals are willing to come 

forward and join the Regional Rowing Council. It is particularly disappointing that no one has 

volunteered to run the Sculling Series and to oversee the time keeping. Whilst I am sure that the loss 

of the events would be felt, it would also remove the funding generated to support developments in 

the region. Recently I was asked what the Rowing Council does. I responded that in addition to the 

overseeing role, we support the fleet of regional single sculls, fund the junior inter regional entries 

and bringing things right up to date have established a regional training fund. We also fund the 



Regional Development Conference and a date for your diaries here of Sunday 29 January 2012 for 

the next one.  

Talking of the Development Conference I had cause recently to reflect on the session earlier this year 

on the regional calendar of events. It is pleasing to note that generally events are looking to respond 

to the needs of their customers by varying what they offer, recognising that we are having to 

compete with other sports and attractions in a climate of less disposable income where value for 

money is increasingly important. Within this we have to market more what we have to offer. This 

was evidenced by a discussion with a parent whose children are new to the sport and who saw a £6 

entry fee for a regatta race as expensive when it worked out at around £1 per minute for their 

participation. They had not recognised the effort required to stage an event, the time spent coaching 

their child and that they were taking part using a boat that had cost several thousand pounds.   

The changing event programme was amply illustrated by the first (and hopefully not the last) 

running of the Great Tyne Row. It was particularly noticeable how far some of the athletes had 

travelled. The success and the potential of this event has been recognised at national level.      

Looking forward there are going to be significant changes to the structure of our Governing Body 

with the appointment of a Chief Executive Officer and a revamp of the national committees. I 

welcome these changes as we look to shake off the last vestiges of the Amateur Rowing Association 

and move forward under the British Rowing marque. It also seems remarkable how quickly the old 

ARA has been forgotten despite some of the concerns expressed at the time. Perhaps it goes to 

show that most change is ultimately for the good, it just depends how well it is communicated and 

that individuals are in place to deliver.  

Under the new structure the Northern Region has been awarded two seats on the British Rowing 

Council. This reflects our current British Rowing membership that is in excess of 2000 people and our 

rise to become the third largest region. It will be important to sustain this level of membership, not 

only from the representation perspective but to generate investment and deliver the regional plan. 

It seems remarkable looking back that in a short number of years the membership level in the region 

has doubled.        

In conclusion It would very remiss of me not to acknowledge the role played by some of my 

colleagues on the Regional Council, not just over the past year but over the period that I have been 

Chairman. Barbara Millns has been the Divisional representative, Chris Smith Regional Secretary and 

Charly Curtis Regional Vice Chairman and this group has managed matters on a day to day basis ably 

supported by the Regional Committee.  I am grateful for their input and support, not least for the 

past six months when I have been based out of the region. 

Finally, I would like to mention two personal highlights of the past year.  The first was becoming 

National Volunteer of the Year late in 2010 and being made a life member of Chester-Le-Street 

Rowing Club.  I fully intend to maintain an interest in the region (and Chester-Le-Street) from afar 

and extend my best wishes to rowers and supporters for the future.  

Andrew Bryant 
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